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MEMORANDUM OF CONFERENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT 
March 14, 1959 

Others present: Secretary Herter 

General Goodpaster 

With regard to the negotiations for suspension of atomic testing, 
Mr. Herter suggested that we agree to recess on March twentiethj^j^N 
the President said that both we and the British should instruct fs Vi 

our delegates accordingly. U & 

Mr. Herter next mentioned the British proposals for setting a firm 
date for a Summit Meeting. The effect of this would be to remove 
the pressure for a worthwhile Foreign Ministers Meeting. The 

President agreed and said he also objected to the British proposal 
to stop the work of the working group until after Prime Minister 
Macmillan had been here. 

Mr. Herter said there are two major issues, the first being whether 
to set a specific date for the Summit Meeting, and the second being 
whether to spell out an agenda for the Foreign Ministers meeting. 

The President said we should point out that the agenda is what we have 
been informed was already agreed between Macmillan and Khrushchev. 
He would think that the discussions should define areas of agreement 
and particular points of difference. With regard to a British sugges- 
tion for a series of Summit Meetings, he said we should call attention 
to the great difficulty under our Constitutional system in clearing away 
very much time for a meeting. He added that he thought President 
Wilson had made a terrible mistake in staying on and on at Versailles. 

As to the suggestion that we hold everything until Macmillan arrives, 
The President .said he could not agree to the wisdom of stopping the 
working group's consideration of the problem. We have put our 
position there very clearly. Others have done so and we should get 
on with the work. 
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'• Mr. Herter said that we are getting further word regarding the 
meeting of Macmillan with the French and the matter is very un- 
clear, since the French reports of what was agreed upon do not at 
all conform to the British. 

Mr. Herter said we will seek to keep going forward with consideration 
of this matter in the working group. To stop now, so that the 
President and Mr. Macmillan could settle things, would be a slap at 
the French and the Germans. The President agreed that he can talk 
with Macmillan, but that he can't undertake to clear a position with 
de Gaulle and Adenauer personally thereafter. He said it is very 
confusing to be receiving differing reports from Macmillan and de 
Gaulle as to what was agreed. The President thought that the Foreign 
Ministers meeting should agree upon an acceptable initial date for the 
Summit Meeting, and should indicate that we are prepared to go any- 
time between that date and the first of September. The Foreign 
Ministers should also agree upon a place and an estimate of the dura, 
tion of the Summit Meeting. 

The President thought that there might be some value in giving jusis!^ 
the slightest hint to Macmillan that the President might invite 
Khrushchev here. He could say that he had assumed that the - 
preparation of an allied position was in good shape; however, there 
now seems to be some lack of clarity, and since Macmillan has seen 
Khrushchev bilaterally while the President has not had that oppor- 
tunity, at least as yet, etc. 

The President asked Mr. Herter to have a draft prepared of a possible 
reply to de Gaulle and to the British, and that Mr. Herter, with his 
associates, come over Saturday night to discuss the matter with him 
(thus getting them out of the Gridiron Dinner) . 

Finally, the President thought that the British are getting too demand- 
ing as to their particular position. In his words, the situation is 
getting "a little thick 1 ' and it is not clear just what they are trying to 
put across. 




A. J. Goodpaster 
Brigadier General, USA 






